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ETF' AND ECSA" JOINT DECLARATION

ON THE RISKS OF THE EBOLA VIRUS AND GUIDANCE TO STAY SAFE FOR
CREWS ONBOARD SHIPS CALLING IN AFFECTED COUNTRIES

INTRODUCTION

Following the meeting of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Maritime
Transport in October 2014, the Social Partners for Maritime Transport ECSA and ETF
acknowledged the need to draw shipping companies’ and seafarers’ attention to the
risks from the Ebola virus. At the same time they underlined the need to provide crew
members onboard ships calling at ports in affected countries with relevant guidance.
This joint declaration aims at fulfilling these two conditions.

JOINT DECLARATION

1. In the light of the outbreak of the Ebola virus, in particular Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Guinea and Senegal, ETF and ECSA wish to underline the need to adopt and
observe appropriate measures to limit the adverse consequences of Ebola, to
minimise the risk of the virus spreading further and to ensure that the welfare and
well-being of seafarers are not put at risk.

2. ETF and ECSA welcome and fully endorse the International Guidelines provided to
shipping companies and seafarers by the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS),
the International Maritime Employers’ Council (IMEC), and the International
Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) on the risks posed to ships’ crews calling in
countries affected by the Ebola virus and the related precautionary measures that
should be adopted.

For ease of reference, these guidelines are attached to this Joint Declaration,
together with an illustrated version - produced jointly by the IMO and the WHO -
with some basic facts about the virus.

3. ETF and ECSA stress that all relevant maritime stakeholders, notably (Member)
States, International Organisations, shipowners and crew members, must take their
share of responsibility in taking precautionary measures so as to ensure that
seafarers’ health and safety is sufficiently protected. Shipmasters must be given the
necessary information and resources in order to be able to properly comply with the
attached Guidelines and to avoid placing crews in danger of infection.

4. ETF and ECSA acknowledge the right for individual (Member) States to adopt their
own national measures to prevent the import of the Ebola virus onto their
territories, while reminding them of their obligations as port States with regard to
the provision of free pratique and in ensuring immediate medical support and
advice and, if necessary, evacuation of seafarers. The social partners would like to
recall that free pratique is a World Health Organisation entitlement.

5. Since a ship does not have the facilities to isolate potentially infected seafarers, ETF
and ECSA take the view that any infected person should be treated at a shore




based facility. Therefore, they strongly recommend individual States not to close
their borders or to refuse the entry of ships in their ports when confronted with a
possible Ebola case, as any person on board who shows signs of Ebola infection will
need urgent medical attention. Failing to allow such a person to disembark would
also place others on board at a continuing risk of infection. In addition, it is
important not to deter seafarers from going into the ports of the affected States, as
this would adversely impact on the transport of essentials such as food and medical
equipment.

6. It should not be overlooked that trade is of great importance for the affected
countries and thus any precautionary measures must reflect this.

7.1t should be borne in mind that - from a medical point of view - seafarers are
considered as “low risk”, whilst high risk only applies to persons having been
exposed to body fluids from infected persons.

8. ETF and ECSA refer to, welcome and encourage the adoption of initiatives at
national and/or company level in the fight against the Ebola virus. In this respect,
reference can be made to the creation of dedicated working groups of shipowners
and trade unions with the aim of sharing information and exchanging views on best
practices.

9. ETF and ECSA call upon their respective membership to ensure the widest possible
dissemination of the attached Guidelines and invite EU Member States to support
the work that is being carried out with an aim at eradicating and/or combating
Ebola in the infected areas.

10. More information on the Ebola disease can be found on the following websites:

- World Health Organisation: http://www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/en/

- ICS: http://www.ics-shipping.org/ebola-information
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INTERNATIONAL GUIDELINES FROM THE ICS, IMEC AND ITF

. The Master should ensure that the crew is aware of the risks, how the virus can be
spread and how to reduce the risk.

. The International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) requirements on ensuring
that unauthorised personnel do not board the vessel should be strictly enforced
throughout the duration of the vessel being in port.

. The Master should give careful consideration to granting any shore leave whilst in
impacted ports.

. The shipowner/operator should avoid making crew changes in the ports of an
affected country.

. After departure, the crew should be aware of the symptoms and report any

occurring symptoms immediately to the person in charge of medical care.

TRAVEL TO AND FROM EBOLA-AFFECTED COUNTRIES
IS LOW-RISK HERE IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

WHEN
ON BOARD

Alert master or
medical officer
about a seafarer,
passenger or other
person who has
Ebola symptoms:

If you develop
a fever and
Ebola symptoms
yourself promptly
inform ship’s master
or medical officer.
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fever, weakness,

muscle pain, headache,

and sore throat;
followed by vomiting,
diarrhoea, bleeding.
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ON SHIPS OR
IN PORTS/
TERMINALS

Avoid direct
physical contact
with anyone who

is displaying

the symptoms
of Ebola.

a person who has
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Use alcohol rub
throughout the day.
When hands are
visibly dirty use soap
and water.
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Seek prompt medical
attention if you have
Ebola symptoms.
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Basic information on the Ebola virus:

1.

Ebola is a severe acute viral illness often characterized by the sudden onset of
fever, intense weakness, muscle pain, headache and sore throat. This is followed by
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, impaired kidney and liver function, and in some cases,
both internal and external bleeding.

. Ebola spreads through human-to-human transmission, with infection resulting from

direct contact (through broken skin or mucous membranes) with the blood,
secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of infected people, and indirect contact with
environments contaminated with such fluids. Men who have recovered from the
disease can still transmit the virus through their semen for up to 7 weeks after
recovery from illness.

. Ebola is not spread through the air.

. People are infectious as long as their blood and secretions contain the virus. The

incubation period, that is the time interval from infection with the virus to onset of
symptoms, is 2 to 21 days.



